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It was from Thickety Fort that Moore and his Tory associates would sally forth to 
plunder Whig families in the surrounding country.  Women and children were often left 
without clothing, shoes, bread, meat, and salt.  We find in Mrs. Ellett’s “Women of the 
Revolution” some particulars recorded of their depredations.  Says an author, “In the 
absence of Capt. Nathaniel Jeffries of that region, one of the plundering parties visited 
his house, appropriated such articles as they chose, built a fire on the floor, abused Mrs. 
Jeffries as the meanest of all rebels, and drove off the horses and cattle. On another 
occasion , the house of Samuel McJunkin , in Union district, a warm patriot, but too old 
for active military service was visited by a party under Patrick Moore.  The staid all 
night, and when about to depart, stripped the family of bed clothes and wearing apparel. 
A noted Tory, Bill Haynsworth, seized a bed quilt and placed it upon his horse, when 
McJunkin’s sturdy daughter Jane snatched it and a struggle ensued for the possession. 
The soldiers amused themselves by exclaiming, “Well done woman!” “Well done Bill!” 
For once Moore’s gallantry predominated over his love of plunder and he swore roundly 
if Jane could take the quilt from Haynsworth she should have it.  Presently, in the fierce 
contest, Bill’s feet came in contact with some dirty slime in the yard and slipped from 
under him, and he lay prostrate and panting on the ground.  Jane, quick as thought, 
placed one foot on his breast and wrestling the quilt from his grasp, retired in triumph, 
while poor Bill sneaked off defeated and crestfallen.  This brave women was a sister of 
Major McJunkin.” 
 
The same author states that the Tories visited the Irish settlement on Fair Forest and that 
Miss Nancy Jackson kicked a Tory down the steps as he was descending loaded with 
plunder. 
 

 


